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What will you learn in this class?
All of you have heard of thinkers like Plato,
Aristotle, Augustine, and Aquinas. All of you
have asked yourselves whether or not you
truly understand the world around you or
whether or not you are living a good life.
These are all part of the western
philosophical tradition that began with the
Ancient Greeks. Thousands of years later,
their questions continue to fascinate us. In
this class, we get to think with the greatest
minds about those enduring philosophical
questions. And we get to develop our
abilities in the discipline that came from
their efforts—philosophy.

How will you accomplish these goals?
Reading Guides: You will accompany
your study of each philosophical text
with a short ‘reading guide.’ These will
help you read and analyze philosophy.
Short Analysis Paper: You will write one
short analysis of a philosophical
problem.
Long Analysis Paper: You will write a
final paper that will be an extended
version of the short analysis paper.
Exams: You will take an in-class
midterm exam and a final exam at the
time appointed by the university.
Reflection Assignments: You will write
several short responses to help you
recognize the relevance of philosophy
for your life.
Engagement: You will be fully-engaged
in class, and you will be graded on your
engagement with a self-evaluation
which you will submit both at midterm
and at the end of class. I will then
evaluate your evaluation and adjust the
score accordingly.

Quizes: At the beginning of every class,
you will take a short reading
comprehension quiz. Quizzes are
‘closed-book’ (no notes, internet,
friends, telekinesis, etc.). The quiz will
be administered through Canvas, and it
will only be open for 5 minutes. If you
are late or miss class, you will simply
miss the quiz and cannot do a makeup quiz. However, I understand that
you all have busy lives and that
circumstances such as illness, family
emergencies, and athletic
competitions might cause you to miss
class now and again. To allow for this, I
will drop at least the 2 lowest quiz
scores.
*Note about Quizzes: The purpose of
these quizzes is not to measure
whether you attended class or to
measure whether or not you tried. Of
course, you will attend class and try
hard, but you will be assessed on
whether or not you have come to class
prepared to be an active part of the
class. Be aware, this is a high bar to
clear.

What will you accomplish by taking
this class?
1. You will learn key philosophical ideas in
their historical context.
2. You will learn to read and evaluate
ancient texts.
3. You will gain an appreciation for the
relevance of philosophy in your life.

*Late Work: I will accept late work, but I will take off 10% for every day it is turned
in late. That adds up fast, so plan now to submit them on time.

PROFESSOR: SEAN DRISCOLL | DRISCOLLS@DENISON.EDU

So, how will I grade you?
As fairly and responsibly as
possible. Because I am committed
to this, I will use several forms of
assessment and will grade written
work anonymously. So, I ask that
you omit any identifying
information on your written
submissions, as I will be using
Canvas' ‘grade anonymously’ tool
to ensure my impartiality.

How can you get ahold of me?
Your learning is my life’s work, and I will be as available to help you as possible. Please communicate with me over email at
driscolls@denison.edu, though please note that I am not Google, so I am not always able to respond immediately. Please do not
send messages through Canvas (or Twitter or carrier pigeon or whatever other platform you might have in mind); the best way to
contact me is email.
I will also communicate to you through email, so please assure that your Canvas account is linked to your correct email address—
and check your email regularly.
I will also hold office hours every Wednesday from 3-4:30 p.m. in Knapp Hall 205C.

What are we going to read?
We are going to read some of the highlights of ancient Greek and
medieval philosophy, of course. But if you are wondering about what
books you have to buy, here is that information: I will provide you with
free electronic versions of all of the readings except two:
·
Plato’s Republic, Translated by Allan Bloom, any edition
·
Aristotle’s Nicomachean Ethics, Translated by Terrence Irwin, any
edition
There are newer and older editions of these translations, and I don’t
care which edition you buy as long as you have the same translation.
All other course materials will be administered through Canvas.
A note on texts: Part of the goal for this class is to help you read the very words written by great thinkers like
Aristotle and Aquinas. This adds a layer of difficulty, as these thinkers wrote from a very different culture,
thousands of years ago, and about a difficult subject matter. What they wrote will be different from the sorts of
things you normally read (newspapers, emails, novels, or even textbooks). This will be difficult, but it will also be
immensely rewarding. Of course, I have designed several things to help you in this pursuit, so you needn’t come
already able to read philosophical texts—but do be prepared to develop this skill.
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This class will be divided into six historical units:
Unit 1: Early Greek philosophy
(Aug 29 – Sep 14)
We will spend a few class periods talking
about the emergence of philosophy as a
discipline, comparing it to the
mythological tradition that preceded it
and looking at some of key values that
emerged as the discipline of philosophy
began to take shape.
Unit 4: Aristotle
(Oct 19 – Oct 31)
Another philosopher who needs no
introduction; we will spend a few weeks
reading a book Aristotle wrote about ethics.

Unit 2: Socrates
(Sep 19 – Sep 21)
There have been few people in history who
have written so little (Socrates wrote
nothing) and have yet had such an
immense influence. In these classes, we will
get a taste for why Socrates’ way of living
was worth countless words.

Unit 5: Hellenistic philosophy
(Nov 2 – Nov 7)
In this unit, we will read from some of
the schools of philosophy that followed
the ‘classical’ period.

What other policies do you have to be aware of?
Electronics: Research has repeatedly demonstrated that electronic devices are
detrimental to your learning—and to the learning of those around you. For this
reason, you are permitted to use a device only to access the day’s reading. If you
would like to use a device for other purposes, such as to take notes, you must get
approval from me outside of class. You will be graded on your compliance with
this in your engagement rubric.
Integrity: Every Denison student is expected to know and uphold University
standards in matters of academic honesty. Students who practice academic
dishonesty assault their own integrity as well as that of the University. Violations
may result in suspension or expulsion from the University. Violations include, but
are not limited to, providing or receiving assistance in a manner not authorized by
the instructor in the creation of work to be submitted for evaluation. This standard
applies to all work ranging from daily homework assignments to major exams.
Students must clearly cite any sources consulted—not only for quoted phrases
but also for ideas and information that are not common knowledge. Neither
ignorance nor carelessness is an acceptable defense in cases of plagiarism.
Students should ask their instructors for assistance in determining what sorts of
materials and assistance are appropriate for assignments and for guidance in
citing such materials clearly. As each Denison student is expected to be familiar
with the official university policy, please familiarize yourself with Denison's Code of
Academic Integrity.
Accommodations: Denison University is committed to providing to all enrolled
students equal access to campus programs, services and activities. Students with
a documented disability who wish to request reasonable academic
accommodations based on the impact of a disability should complete a Request
for Academic Accommodations/Faculty Notification Form with the Academic
Resource Center (ARC) located in 020 Higley Hall. It is the student’s responsibility
to contact their professor privately as soon as possible to discuss specific needs
and make logistic arrangements well in advance of an evaluation. The Academic
Resource Center (ARC) will verify the need for reasonable accommodations based
on the documentation on file in that office. Reasonable accommodations cannot
be applied retroactively and therefore ideally should be enacted early in the
semester as they are not automatically carried forward from a previous term and
must be requested every semester.

Unit 3: Plato
(Sep 26 – Oct 10)
For a few weeks, we will immerse
ourselves in one of the most important
books ever written by one of the most
important thinkers ever to live—Plato’s
Republic.

Unit 6: Medieval philosophy
(Nov 9 – Dec 12)
We will finish our course with an all-toobrief tour of some of the major thinkers of
the middle ages.

